Fhoto Cobbett

Cucva Boca Dela E_ncantacla

Caving in Panama
2009






[ndex
5—5.
6—11
12~ 14
15-17
18~19

lntroduction and background

An overview of the triP

Archaeological finds
Logistics

(ueva | os Meurtitos
Sleepg Snake Sink
(ueva Del (_ementario
Cueva Boca De La E_ncantada
BI” Bai!egs Pone Cave
Cueval os Keges

Fozo E_Piconante
(Cueva Dos debraclas
Cave surveys.

Cueva F@UB!O NCUVO ( A known cave visited 135 team)



Fanamanian cave cxploration

Until 2001 no serious cave exploration work had taken Place throughout FPanama, with one caving book on world
sites casua”g remarking that there are no caves to be found in Fanama. |n 2001, Keith Christcnson (NSS),
involving alocal under the “Panama Caves Frojcct” banner, exPlorecl a number of caves within clag~trip range of
Panama Citg, and also some caves near the border with (Costa Rica, with suPPorhcrom cavers from the USA
James (obbett, reccntlg resident in Panama, was introduced to K eith in 2002. James ini’cia”g exP|ored with K eith,
and then extended this work, after Keit!‘x’s departure from Fanama in 2004 Onc Par‘ticular cave, close to Fanama
City, is BI” Bai]egs Pone Cave (namecl by James): Bl” Bailey (USA) was the first to record this site and report
on its status. James organisecl the first serious expeclition to exP]ore caves in [anama in 2005, and, has Pushec‘
both the Prescnt ]ongest and dcepcst caves in the countrg. ]n 2009 we discovered and exPlorccl Fanamas largest
unclergrouncl chamber. Other individuals have studied aspects of caves but none can be said to cave sole]y for the

thrill and erjogment of exP]oration.
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\/cry many miles from Bocas De La Encantada

chcorc: we go further sincere thanks are necessary for the l"IC]P and suPPor‘t 50 Frccig givcn }39 50 many Pcople.
5Pecial thanks goto Mari!gn and James (obbett for their continued overwhelming hospita]ity. Jn Par‘ticular
Marilgn who only smiled when tolcl, once she had noticed, that the absence of most of the rear bumpcr on her
Mitsubishi was entire!g due to Pat hacking it off with a machete to enable him to c{ig underneath it c]uring one of the
many times it sank in the mud. T o Salome and the inhabitants of the vi”ages of BocaDe| af ncantada and Poca
De T ulu for their warm welcome, hospitalitg and theirguidance around the area. | o all those, young and old, who
dug, Pu”ed and Pushcd ourvehicles out of the endless muclcl3 morass.

T o the several lone anonymous horsemen encountered cluring our searching the countryside who kinc”g, but

amuscc”y, lead very hot and tired cavers to enticing cool cave entrances.



To Angel Brennan, (Jrish descendant), who was an excellent contact and friend who suPPor’ced the team when
t!‘xings became seriouslg boggecl down an awful long way away from angwhcre. |t was Angcl who suPPliecl a good
deal of the helP and liaison with the vi”agers of Poca De | a [ ncantada and Boca De Tulu. T o the
SPeleological (Union of Jreland forits financial support

From my own Point of view my sincere thanks goto each and every member of the team who never comPlaincd and
when things became rea”g difficult goton with the task in hand. |t is indeed quite a thrill to geta goocl team toge’cher
and achieve some level success with a Iarge amount of fun and erjogment‘ Onece again Jpd like to offer my thanks to
the wives and Partners of the team for their Patience and suPPort toward these Prcjects and adventures. To my

wife, again J’m constantlg amazed at her support and encouragement, after all this time.

Fat Cronin
Doolin,

]rclanc], 2009

F]‘loto Cobbett

A normal dags driving in the mountains;
(Conor digging the 4 x 4 out, again



The T eam consisted of............

FPat Cronin, Conor Mc(rath, James (obbett & Dig [astilow
\/a”eg entrance to Cucva Fueblo Nuevo

Fat Cronin,

| _eader, |rish, cave diver, first aider, rescue warden

Cor\or McGrath,

Irish, Vertical T echnician, first aider, Pl’lotograpl'ner, rescue warden

James Cobbctt,

British, cave diver, first aider, translator, Photograplﬁer

Dig Hastilow,

|rish, cave diver, first aider, Photograplﬂcr, Pilot



An overview of the 2009 triP

Compllecl From the Personal notes and diaries of the team

Caribbean Sea

-\.‘Blhn.‘l Tara o]
5 :?\Bocas Del Toro
. (2008)

L

BocaDebta
Encantada

AR AT LAGD b,
D LA% FErLAS |

Chiguiri Arriba?

Gl af Panama e
..-,.
w—@» Ey

Azuero PeninsulaM O A TH PACIFIC| OCEAN

Republic of Panama
Showing

Areas Visited in
2006 & 2009

The cxpedition date of Februarg was chosen with the ever oPtimistic outlook that the drg season would be erjoyecl
and the Practical Problems associated with the normal heav3 rainfall such as mua&g Patl’ls and tracks avoided. T he
Previous triP in Octobcr 2006 was reasonab]y successful, however due to certain circumstances the survey data was
lost. Therefore Part of the ProPosed return triP was to sPend time re-sur\/eging the caves to comPlete this
outstanding task and to investigate the area further such as moving diving oPerations to the upstream sump in
Domingo’s 2 (Perseverance Fot) and investigate the re!ationship of the hgdro]ogg surrounc]ing Nibida and OF
Bank (Jnderworld.

However, during the lead up to the Proposccl triP Jamcs Cobbctt (Our man in Fanama) had been making ongoing
extensive enquiries and reconnaissance triPs to arcas that had been rePortecl in the press and received bg word of
mouth to have cave entrances. Some of these rcPorts turned out to be enticinglg accurate and so hurried
international communications took Place to decide where to exPlore first. | ven thougn the arcas were quite wide
sPread there was the guarantee of caves so a flexible aPProaclﬁ to the exPloration program was Prcpared; to allocate
several c]ays to cach area to assess and exP|ore angtlﬁing found. Armed with this information P|ans were acﬁustec‘

and the triP began.

The team assembled from lrelan& and the UK in Fanama Citg on the same c{ag and commenced fmmecliatelg to
review the latest information and Prcviously made Plans. Tl"lC news that James imPartccl was of yet more rcports of
cave entrances a|ong with sites he’d Previouslg visited with members of his extended ?amilu. Gradua”g afirmer Plan

became clear and the aPPor’cioning of our time across the countrg to check out each area.

Qurinitial depar‘ture was cle|ayec| a clag whilst confirmation was soug[ﬁt from Angcl Brennan about his availabilitg
for the Boca De la Encantadajourncg. So we took advantage of this to carry out an aerial survey of the area. A
helfcopter was hired for two hours from alocal company. Tne vista that met us was one of cultivated grounc]
surrounding the Panama Citg with increasin519 dcnscjunglc cover the further west we flew, with the occasional
towerfng rock outcroP Projecting througl’x the vast green carPet beneath us. On arrival over the area (we knew we
were there from the | at and Long Position indicated on the (GFS ) we noticed the many small to ]arge rivers that
bisected the)ung]e cover, the obvious method for ease of travel throughout the ages. What gradua”g dawned on us,

from our vantage Point, were the few roads or tracks on the aPProach to boca De Tu!u and Boca De La
Encantacla.



Fl’loto McGratl—n
Flight Pat}') aPProaclﬂing Boca De la [~ ncantada

The vi”age and area of Boca De La [~ ncantada was to be our first investigation Par’cly owing to the avai]abi]itg of
Angel who was accommodating us in among his bu59 schedule. Thejoumeg was Frauglﬁt with vehicles becoming
regularly stuck in the muddy conditions. Witl‘l the vehicles abandoned some of the team and the cquipment

PrOCCCdCd on horseback.

]

FPhoto [Hastilow

Retuming to the vi“age of PocaDe T ulu



Eventua”g we arrived at Boca De La Eﬂcantada and received a warm welcome that remained constant until we left
several days later. During our search of the area we were shown the resurgence cave of the Rio Boca De La

[ ncantada. (See cover photograph Cueva Hoca De | a [ ncantada) | his was exPIored and sur\/egecl toa Iarge sink
entrance making ita Pleasant througlﬁ triP, even with the thousands of bats. Further searches in the immediate area
revealed no more substantial cave features. Concerns for rccovering the vehicles and getting back to tarmac were
exPressed as we listened each night to the heavg rainfall. Our return to the vehicles was on horseback and the
ensuing road triP t]‘wrough severe mudd9 conditions and torrential rain showers was successful up toa Point. The
Point being Ieaving one of the 4 x4's along the track; to be recovered later:

We Fina”g arrived in Fenonome as nig!‘xt fell. After we had offered our thanks to Angcl we said ourgooc”)ycs and
went to look for a bar and bed for the night Ieaving the sorting of the mud encrusted car and kit for the morning,.
Over breakfast we agrecc] that we should visit a laundrg and find a garage to wash the mud from the car and
investigate the damage. Notl‘ling too serious was found, bcgonc] the rear bumper that had been hacked off by
machete to escape the mud. So after a shopping triP to replace some destroged clothes and footwear we set off for
the Azuero ch’nsu|a and the Fachcic Occan. Aftera long drive we evcntua”g arrived at chario, a small vi”agc,
situated near to the west coast of the Azuero Feninsula. ]n the early evcning we established base at a small motel
and walked over to the Fachcic for a swim and surPrisingly found a small bar on our way back. Back at the mote],
Fo”owing a Pleasant evening meal, our discussions with the owner Provided us with additional information about caves
in the immediate area. With a good breakfast we set off toward the area James had Previouslg identified as worth a
look. AFter Ieaving the car we shouldered the cquipment and set off. Just bcyond a river we forded we Fortunate]g
encountered another lone rider on horseback that took Pitﬂ on the hot and sweatg explorers and guided us to three
entrances, two of which were very exciting. The first cave entrance, Cueva | os Muertitos, was in the bottom of a
1arge sink area accessed bg c|imbing down into the c]eeP cutting that was the drg streambed. T he two entrances
quicugjoined ata |argc rift that divcrgcd at the bottom of a short climb. Tl‘nc two streamways each terminated a
sump.

The second entrance, Fozo Epcfonante, rclatively close to Cucva | os Muertitos, is a large open rift that narrows
as it descends stecp|3 to a sump,. T]’]C third cave, Cucva Dos Qucbradas, is situated some 500 metres away at the
bottom of a steep sided wooded va“eg. Having got the feel for the area around | ebario the team decided it was

worth returning to in the future cxpanding the search area to the adj’acent va”egs.

FPhoto [Hastilow

Chiquiri Arriba



The Iargc Pirmaclc formations that surround Chiquiri Arriba have been described in Print (Lonclg Flanct Guide)
as being similarin appearance to the conical limestone formations in (China. Certain|3 the panorama we witnessed
just before the evening rain storm descended upon us looked remar‘cablg like it. " ven t}‘lougl‘l we were onlg at some
400 metres altitude the lush vegetation did give us an obvious clue to the volume of rain regu]arla exPeriencecl. We
had alreaclg been told of one cave entrance within a mile or so of our chosen accommodation. Once more Fo”owing
our qucstioning of the manager we were told of more caves.

| ater that evening a local guicle aPPcarecl in the bar, summoned bg the manager to exP]ain further the details of the
cave locations. UHFortunatclg the guidc was describing the same cave that we alreaclg knew of. Still we cnquirccl of
his availabilitg fora triP the next dag when we received more bad news. The surface condition of the track to the
area of the cave entrance was not capable of sustaining a vehicle, and also there no horses were available. Thc
route begond meant a walk of aPProximately another mile.

So, another team conference was held and as conditions were unlil(elg to imProve quicklg in this area we arranged to
c{epart for the next area San Juan De Dios, Cocle.

|n the national press, a 2006 article described persons unknown removing archaeological artefacts bg the suitcase
from a cave. The accompanging Plﬁotograph showed a low cciling chamber with a Iargc Pool of water in the
Foregrounc‘ that covered most of the available floor space. The cave, identified as Cueva | os Regcs, is on the bend
of ariver some eight metres above the Path that follows the riverbank. Tl‘lé two small entrances lead immcdiately toa
small cavity in a sort of decomposing sandstone. | he Pub]ished Photograplﬁ was not of this cave, which was limited
to a low, three metre, c]rg chamber. Thc sanclg floor may well have had something stored on it. The whole cavity and
both entrances appear to have been dug by man. A check uPstrcam and downstream of the site did not show any
obvious limestone occurrence. DisaPPointecl with this site we turned our attention to the next area, Lago Bagano;

on the road to Darien.

Photo Cobbett

Lago Bayano



T oreach the area Prcvious checked bg Jamcs involved leaving the car at the Kuna (Indian) check Point and
crossing the lake bg canoe. | hislake is sugicientlﬂ Iarge to be alarmingly influenced bg wind conditions. | he several
houses that make up Fueblo Nuevo are situated on the shore of the lake at the entry to the clr9 river va”ey. We
visited Cucva FucHo Nuevo as much for a tourist triP as to getan idea of what could be found in the area. A well
decorated active stream cave, with a great many bats, is followed to a low crawl, to the right a muc]clg wrigg]e then a
small climb accesses a high level passage that meanders tl‘wrougl-l more well decorated grottos to a rift that opens to

the surface via a five metre climb.

Flﬂoto McGrath
Dig [astilow, James (obbett & Bat, Cueva Pueblo Nuevo

Our intention was to look at a sink uPstrcam from Cueva Fueblo Nuevo; here Jamcs had Prcvious carried out a
solo exploration of alow roomy passage for some twenty metres, wise!g turning at this Point. DroPPing into the
entrance we were confronted bg a Iarge amount of recent flood debris that had blocked the entrance. The
excitement here was the discoverg of a Pit vipcr (Iooking like a Pilc of leaves) sharing our kitting up area.

Moving further upstream we followed the Path to a Point where the low limestone ridge disaPPeared away into the
distance. Exploration along the ridgc was made a difficult by the thorng nature of the ground cover, one member of
the team receiving a thorn through his Pa]m.

|t was here that a sharP cyed Jamcs noticed a minor cleft that turned out to be notlﬂing of interest, howcverjust
above it was another small oPening. T his lead the team via a low crawl into a small well decorated chamber, then a
small scramble over large boulders and down a sIoPe to another entrance that was once the wall of a six metre high
chamber. T]’)ere, Placcd ona 1arge flat stone, were the remains of two Iargc bowls, one intact, containing human
remains. Severaljaw bones are visible from the Photographs, both small and larger. ln the floor acﬁacent to the

remains there is evidence of excavation, similar to those areas noticed in Bill Bailcy’s Bone Cave.
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Fhoto [Hastilow

Cueva Dcl Ccmentario with what appears to be an ossuary

I:eeling rather stunned and Pleased at this signf}cicant discovery we surveyed the cave and Pl’)otograplﬁed the
archaeology so as to forward this evidence to the aPProPriatc authorities. |t may be that the remains are pre-
Columbian. (See appendices for further information)

Just as we were about to complete the caves location details we were urgentlg summoned by a visitor to assist with a
tourist party visiting Cueva Fucblo Nuevo who were in some digicultg. T he matter was resolved without too much
ofa Prob!em‘

The returnjourncg across the lake became quitc exciting as the wind Picl«id up and the waves increased.

The | imestone area a&jacent to | ake Madden was the final area to be investigatecl‘ A sump Previous!g noted
inside the smaller of the two entrances to Bl” bailcgs Bone Cave rcquircd investigation bg cave c{iviﬂg. This
flooded section of cleeP rift passage turned out to have dried away entirelg and a &rg exP|oration was made of a
passage that leads back underneath the entrance, the end of which contains a well decorated grotto. A tlﬁorouglﬁ
exPloratfon was then carried out throug!’]out the rest of the cave sgstem. A small crawl beneath a stalagmite
formation leads into an arched passage that follows thcjoints closcly. At the Point where a small chamber has
developecl alow level hole opens onto a seven metre PitC!’] that clroPs into a lower rift passage similar to that of the
dried sump passage. T he whole of this sanclg floored system is stronglg_joint controlled with regular calcite

formations. Mang bats and largc cockroaches are present.

Summing up the trip, the team had cxplorcc{ almost a kilometre of cave passage and the largcst chamber so far
recorded in Panama. | he most Promising areas, tl’xouglﬁ wiciespread, were Priori’cisecl and visited with reasonable
results this made best use of our time and manpower. Thc tracks in the mountains were troublesome but offered the
team valuable cxpericncc. On the whole the team considered that its worthwhile returning to press further into the
arcas the edges of which we had onlg touched upon.
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Archacological finds

Bi“ Bailcgs Bone Cave:

Anccc[otal evidence referred to containers Positioncd along the sides of the low passage. During our cxP]oration
and surveying of the cave passages on|9 two minor Pieces of pottery rim were noticed, no other items were observed.

]n several Places however a uniform dcposit on the cave floor aPPearecl to suggest that something had decagecl to

dust there.

F}"IO’CO McGratl—n
The larger of the two pottery rim remains found in BI” Bailcys Bone Cave.

T he dimensions are some five inches bg two inches.

Fhoto McGrath

Avcragc passage shape between both entrance areas

12



Cucva Dcl Ccmcntario: T hese Photographs were forwarded to Dr Richard Cooke of the Smithsonian |nstitute
Fanama. From these images he has the imPression that the remains are a signhcicant ossuary, Probab]g pre-~
Columbian Pcrhaps as much as one thousand years old. FC observed that the area of the Oossuary was very drg;
Probablg from the fact the sun directly enters the area, the effect of which is like an oven this Pcrhaps suggests the
Fragile yet dry nature of the remains. Dr (Cooke and his co”eagues propose to carry out an excavation at the site as

soon as time allows. Jtis hoPecl that members of the team will be on hand to assist.

Fhoto [astilow

The onIg comp|ete container, some 16 inches in diameter; the bones all appear to be very gragilc.
T he remains in the Eackground arc of a larger pot, the contents almost in a Pi|e upon the dirt floor.

|n the far backgrouncl, against the wall of the cave is evidence of a minor excavation.
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Fhoto Hastilow

View demonstrating the thickness of the bone structure.

Fhoto Hastilow
T hird section of pot found acbacent to the other; some 16 inches in diameter
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Logistics

Hyclration/ water qualitg
The levels of heat and l‘)umiclitg canverge on dcbilitating so rcgular hgc{ration is paramount. Water was treated with

Purhcication tablets whenever rcplcnished. No one ventured far without a water suPPly.

Gcologg:
A stucl5 of the Gcological map of Fanama im’tia”y brings to the cavera gec]ing of c{esPair. T here appears to be very
little | imestone present. Ongoing resecarch is beginning to suggest a pattern of isolated outcroPPings. As time

passes and further rumours and Iegends of cave entrances are investigated a more accurate Picturc may appear.

Wcathcr:

The c}rg scason, if one can describe it as so, is from aPProxfmatelfj Decemberto Aprfl therefore the triP was based
on this. Umcortunate!g rain almost stoPPecl our Plag, turning the track surfaces into a quagmire that varied in c]epth
from several inches to several feet. Cave ﬂoocling was never a Problom, thouglﬁ whilst in the lower confined passages
of Cueva | os Muertitos the thought did cross the surveyor’s minds more than once. | here is an average annual

rainfall of 223,760 million htrcs, (source, Fanama (Canal Autlﬂority.

Accommodation:
T his varied from sloeping on wooden beds in wooden huts to one evening })oiﬂg bemghtoc{ in a small hotel in the
mountains north of Penonome. | he costs obviouslg varied enormouslg, though never what you could call exPensive

for what was on offer.

':OOCl:

Qpality and quantity were gooc] to exce”ont, no Probloms were oxPorienced bg any one the team Fo”owing

consumption. There are many cafes in which excellent food is available, likewise the coffee.

(Guides:

T hese, when available, were readilg used and great|3 reduced the amount of time lost in Iocating cave entrances, the

costs were very favourable when set against the time and effort saved.

Medical:

[:o”owing the Previous occasion where one of our team exPerienced LePtosPirosis with its accompanging idclneg
failure and dialysis Procedurc, we all oPtCCJ for Doxicyliﬂc, an anti malarial c{rug with an antibiotic that would
substantia”g reduce the chances of contracting Weil's disease. [t is most Iikc!y that the use of this combination
assisted with the avoidance of Prob!ems with suspect c{rinking water supplies, though this is onlg a educated guess.
Therc were some side effects when Doxycgcline was inadver’ccntly taken Prior to a meal, the most common bcing
nausea that lasted for up to an hour or so. Another member, using Doxgcgline, experienced an increase in the level
of white blood cells for several months; this was discovered c{uring an annual medical, this effect also gradua”g

returned to normal.
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One of the team experimentec] using a source of Prewers Yeast to fend off insects, this seemed to work. T he
others endured various bites of various sizes. Another member had a substantial thorn removed from the Palm of his
hand after attemPting to stop himself Fa”ing down a small cliff face bﬂ griPPing the trunk of a small tree, an
inadvisable act.

Sevcral members narrowlg avoided a slecping Slendcr Hog—Noscc{ Fit \/iPcr when Prcparing to enter an entrance.
We know for certain it was this sPecies of snal(e, having researched it in the hanc}\lj, “Big Boys ]~5P3 Venomous

Snakc Book” back at James Iibrarg,

MaPS:
;550 000 (tourist) were used Forgencral location of areas and basic navigation. 1:50 000 were used Forgreater

detail. However the 1 :50 000 are based on aerial Photographs and are rePresentecl }33 numerous contours, which

make it difficult when attempting to navigate Preciscly when airborne.

Flights:
T he team assembled in Panama Citg from the UK via [Jolland and |reland via Newark, USA. A lot of delag was

exPerfencec] via the states with the very many securitg checks so be aware of this when booking connecting ﬂights

Hclicoptcr:

A helicopter was hired for two hours to investigate some of the river patterns noticed on the 1:50000 maps. T hese
suggested that several Iarge rivers rose and sank along their Iengtl’l (similar to the river disaPPearances and re-
appearances in the Gort Area, Co Galwag, Ireland). T he acrial search Proved inconclusive over the areas
Previouslg noted. [owever what became invaluable was the first hand knowledgc of the terrain we cxpectcc{ to

encounter.

Horses:

These small tough creatures, with !eg at each corner - does not say “woog”, were rented Ioca”g. Tl’IOSC who had
never ridden before quicug learnt without Problcms, at least, not for the rider that is. This mode of transport was the
onlg one caPaHe of reacl’)ing Bocas De | a [ ncantada;itis not Possible to drive to Poca De | a [ ncantada.

Walking:
[Tootwearwas a Pcrsonal choice and varied from (Gortex Junglc boots to caving Wc”ingtons. Any progress

through the unc!crgrowth requires caution; many Plants Protcct themselves one way or anotlﬁcr, }33 thorny covcrings

or bg chemicals.

Caving:
A” wore an ovcra”, Fo”owing last 5car’s cxpcricncc of cnduring scratches one of which gave a team member Wcil’s
disecase. [ ach had a normal helmet with an led light Powcrec{ by Duracell batteries these gave a satislcactory service

in the size of cave passage encountered. Poots were both a wa”dng sort and we“ingtons.

Canocs:

Thesc were used to access the southern shores of Lago Bagano; they were surprisinglg stable and buogant in the

rough conditions crossing the lake.
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I quipment SKT:
Two sets OFSKT gearwas taken out a|ong with 1 x 10 metre rope, I x 15 metre rope to comPlement the two Ionger

ones alrcadg out there. Alas the sixtg metre Bluewatcr and the ten metre ropes were destrogcd during the rePcatcd
acts of recovering the Mitsubishi.

Equipmcnt Cave Diving:
APart from the diving geamqown out, two four litre cglinders were left in Panama from the Previous trip; lead was
used trom James equipment collection. e compressor gave some trouble but after replacing a stage its

df i t collection. Th trouble but aft laci tage it

PerFormance imProved.

Rescue:

T here is no cave rescue organisation in Panama. [owever, an unc’erground incident occurred in Cueva Pueblo
Nuevo. T he inexpcrienced tourist party knew we were inland exPloring and contacted us for BCIP to recover a
female casualtg who had fallen from a short ladder Pitch; in the time the team arrived the casua!tg had been extricated
and was recovering in the small local vi”age, she appeared to be quitc well with no apparent ill effects from her

adventure.

G.F.S.R’s:
T he team used two (Garmin’s. | hese were regularb checked for sgnc}wronicftg‘ Of Particu!ar note is the (Garmin

e | rex Vista [Jex. |n very dense Foliagc in very narrow va”cgs it Perpormcc{ very well. A” sites were recorded in

| atitude and Longitude.

Survcying:
Suunto clino, compass and tape, measured to the nearest centimetre, with passage dimensions measured off the

centreline.
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Thc—: Caves

Cueva | os Muertitos (“Cave of the Dead Children”)

No742.882 \Wo8056.828

Length 418 metres

Dcpth 22 metres

T his cave is located near | ebario, on the western side of the Azuero Peninsula.

T wo entrances soonjoin and form a large rift passage six metres l‘xigh From the obviousjunction alow crawl to the
right leads to a small chamber filled with flood debris. A small hole in the roof leads into another high rift to another
largejunction, hereafter called the mainjunction. uPstream the passage forms arift again and can be followed back
to the entrancejunction. A low crawl leads away and after a hundred metres terminates at a deeP sump Poo] that
}-{as been Plumbecl to two metres.

Downstream from the mainjunction the passage alternates from being an arched roof and high rift. From a Pointjust
below the mainjunction alower passage follows the exPosed limcstonejust below the upper passage deve]oPmcnt.
This Fina”g ends in a low small crawl that also terminates as a sump. T}'lis sump appears to be the main route of

clrainage and the nature of the aPProach passage suggests a ]ong dive. Thcre are an awful lot of bats in this cave.

FI’IO’CO McGrath

Pat Cronin, Sump Ohne, Cueva | os Muertitos
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Fhoto [Hastilow

Jamcs Cobbctt, entrance passage, Cucva Los Mucrtitos
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SICCPH Snake Sink

No9’ 4419 Wo78 48.349

Length 4 metres (Freviouslg noted as 20 mctres)

APProximatelg two kilometres uPstream from Cueva Fuerto NuevoJ Lago Bagano; where a clrg stream bed crosses
the Path. Sixty metres down this streambed is the entrance. During a Prcvious recon triP James had carried out a
solo exP]oration of this constricted sink for 20 metres at this point the cave passage was scen to continue as a
similar size. Onour arrival the Passagcjust inside the entrance had been blocked by flood debris. An examination of
the b]ockage suggested a long term dig to access the passage begond.

Fhoto McGratI'l
A Slcncler Hogmosecl Pit \/ipcr, (the leaf on the rock)

5[66!33 Shnake Sink
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Cueva Del Cementario (“Cemctarg (Cave?)

N W

Lcngth 32 metres

DePth 2 metres

Situatcd some two hundred metres downstream from Slccpg Snake Sink and six metres above the Path where a
wire fence crosses it. This small entrance crawl leads to a large passage that has many Iarge boulders Present a]ong
with very pretty formations. A small climb up through the boulders gives the cxP]orera })alcong view of a much ]argcr

entrance within which are the remains of at least two funereal Potterg containers.

N.B.

No Latituc{c and Longitude were taken at this cave entrance due to the team rcsPonding to anurgent request for emergency assistance. A
situation had occurred to a group of Pcoplc visiting Cueva Fucb[o Nuevo. A woman had fallen from a I’leigl’xt of about five metres and had
sustained a susPcctccl lower back irjury. Thc team are P|eased to report that the casua|t3’s outcome had a satisFactory ending.

FI‘IOtO Hasti[ow
Pat Cronin, Cueva Del Cementario

Notc disturbed floor area acljacent to wall of cave.
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Cucva Boca DC La Encantacla (sce P}‘uoto cover of rePort)

Nos 52.717 \Wo8020.795

Lengtl’x 188 metres

Deptl’) 18 metres

T his cave is the resurgence forthe Rio De | a [[.ncantada, which flows past the vi”agc of PocaDel a
Encantada Tl’]e four metre square entrance has a water c]epth of one and a ciuarter metres. This passage has
many large formations along its lcngtlﬁ to where a shaft enters from the surface sixteen metres lﬁigh. I:rom here the
passage narrows into a rift Partia”g blocked }33 the remains of old trees. A short climb of five metres and an exposec{

gives access to a Iargc chamber cightecn metres in diameter that also has many substantial tree remains

traverse g

Prescnt. A further climb of three metre to the left of the logjam enters a low stooping section of passage forten
metres here the passage almost attains its Previous dimensions for the remaining thirtfj five metres to the huge
entrance. Thc stream enters the caves from a small passage at floor level. E_ntrg into this passage was difficult due
to the volume of bats !eaving at the time. A small chambergives way to a passage that is blocked again bg tree
remains. Qutside the cave a hugc logjam at the site of the stream sink comp]etelg blocks access. Sevcra] small holes

were investigated with no success.

Fhoto [astilow

Conor McGratl'x, Slﬂaft entrance Cueva PocaDel a [ ncantada
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Bill bailcys Bone Cave

No9o 13710 Wo79 36.63 (Main entrance)

Lcngth 176 metres

Depth 8 metres

|nformation of this site was received from BI” Bai]cg. A low flat toppcd limestone bluff surrounded 193 dense scrub
can be easilg ascended. T he cave has two entrances. JC’S entrance is a low crawl that gives access immediatelg toa
large entrance chamber that leads to a rift that contains a c]ecP Pool. Frcparations to dive this site were in vain as the
Pool had dried away a”owing accessto a co”apsed area.

From the balcong oPPosite the entrance a low crawl beneath a stalactite formation leads on via a series of low
passages to the other entrance which is seven metres higl‘x by four metres wide. Thc entrance is Par‘cia”g obscured
from outside by a ]arge boulder fall.

Throughout the passages there is evidence of pottery containers, on]y small sl‘larcls, but some exhibit rims and other
features, these few items were left in situ. [ vidence in the form of string laid along the cave passages from the
entrance and further inside the cave a substantial rope that descends a small shaft of seven metres, demonstrates
exPloration by modern visitors. This is further substantiated bg the numerous excavations of the floor througlﬁout

the cave. There are many bats Present.

Photo Cronin
Conor McGrath, Bill Bai!egs Bone Cave

An example of the network of passage slﬁape that connect to two entrances
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Cueval os Kcycs

Nos 33.901 Woso 12.121

Length 3 metres

Depth o Metres

Tl‘n’s cave was noticed from a press article and was rePortcd to be ]argc and roomy, suPPortccl bg an accompanging
Photograph showing alake in a chamber. The article went on to say that artefacts had been removed bg the
suitcase-full, over a Pcriod of time. On our arrival the two small entrances lead immediatelg into a small chamber
three metres in diameter and some one and a half metres high. Jts clrg, accessible Position well above river flood levels
could well have given it the requirec] quali{:ications fora rePositorg of artefacts but as there is no evidence

whatsoever Prcsent this can on]g remain sPcculation.

Fhoto MCG rah

Dig [Hastilow, Cueva | os Keges
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FOZO E_Pcionantc (“Disappointmcnt Fot?)
No7 42.838 \Wo8o 56.873

Lcngth 35 metres

Depth 12 metres

A largc rift oPcnir\g leads stecply down to a sump.
This site is quite close to Cueva | os Muertitos.

Pat Cronin, Pozo E_Pcior\ante
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Cucva DOS Qucbraclas (“Two Strcam Cavc”)

No7 42.673 Wo80’ 56.80%

Length45

Depth 4 metres

Situated in the bottom of a narrow steep side va”cg; close to Cueva | os Muertitos

]n the very bottom of the drg stream bed a |arge open rift clroPs down three metres and leads via a short crawl to a
rift. Aftera short distance flood debris Partia”g blocks the passage, the rift continues bcgond for another ten
metres to a further flood debris Hockage.

*'.'.,r. WA
Photo Cobbett

Conor McGrath, Cucva Dos Qucbraclas
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Cueva Boca De La Encantada

Scale 20mm - 20 Metres

3 Metre Climb

16m Shaft to Surface
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Cueva Del Cementario

Seale 20mm - 2 Metres
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3 Metre Climb

3 Metre Climb

Cueva Los Muertitos

Scale 20mm - 10 Metres

Werry
Small Mﬁ Sump
Stream

200%



7 Metre Pitch

Sump,
Dried away exposing rift,

T Matre Fitch

o

Lower rift
Omitted for
Clarity

Bill Baileys Bone Cave
Scale Z20wmm - 10 Metres

JC Entrance

Pottery Shards

3 Metre Climb

e
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Main Entrance
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Cueva Dos Quebradas

Scale 50mm - 10 Metres

Choked
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Pozo Epcionante
Scale S0mm - 10 Metres
Depth 12 Metres

33



